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JMU grapples with state budget cuts
University plans to address current financial shortfall with excess enrollment revenue
This spring will be 
longtime baseball 
coach’s last season 
By eriN flyNN
The Breeze
JMU’s budget cut of 4.2 percent and 
possible ways to address it were some 
of the many topics discussed during 
Friday’s Board of Visitors meeting. 
The state budget cut, according to 
Charles King, the senior vice presi-
dent for administration and finance, 
was averaged 3.3 percent across Virgin-
ia public colleges. The cuts that each 
university received varied.
JMU specifically received a budget 
cut of 4.2 percent, or $3.1 million, for 
both the 2015 and 2016 fiscal years.
Other schools like the University of 
Virginia received a 6.6 percent cut for 
2015. The College of William & Mary 
received a 5 percent budget cut for the 
2015 fiscal year and 7 percent budget 
cut the 2016 fiscal year.
JMU’s budget plan to make up the 
shortfall, according to King, includes 
reducing divisional spending, receiv-
ing a funding reimbursement from 
the state capital and using excess 
enrollment revenue.
The university also plans to 
increase non-general fund reve-
nues. Raising tuition for the 2015-16 
school year was one idea discussed 
to increase revenues to make up for 
next year’s budget reductions. How-
ever, Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
directed universities to not raise 
tuition this year to make up for the 
budget shortfall.
“This year, we’ll use excess enroll-
ment revenue — $2.1 million and 
then the $1 million [capital] reim-
bursement,” King said. 
Bill Wyatt, the associate director 
of communications, explained that 
excess enrollment is when the uni-
versity has more students than they 
budgeted for, which provides them 
with extra revenue. 
“It’s kind of like reaching in your 
pocket finding a $20 bill you didn’t 
know you had,” he said. 
King explained that this has saved 
the administration from cutting 
$700,000 from various areas through-
out the university. 
During the 2016 fiscal year, 
they’ll use excess enrollment again, 
but they need to find $1 million. 
see BoV, page 5
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close, but no cigar
‘Spanky’ 
to retire
Despite overtime play, the Dukes fall to Delaware 30-23
Quarterback vad lee evades delaware’s defender in saturday’s loss. lee was 25-44 for 252 yards and two touchdowns passing.
JAMES CHUng / THE brEEzE
By Drew CraNe
The Breeze
Football is a game of inches, 
and that mantra most cer-
tainly proved to be true for 
the JMU football team in Sat-
urday’s overtime loss to the 
University of Delaware. 
After being down for a large 
majority of the game, the 
offense turned it on to score 
17 points and tie the game up 
with 20 seconds left. Howev-
er, it wasn’t meant to be for 
the Dukes, as freshman run-
ning back Taylor Woods was 
stopped inches from the end 
zone on fourth down, ending 
the game and giving the Blue 
Hens the win.
“I went into that locker 
room and I told our kids, ‘I 
hope you hurt, I hope you hurt 
real bad,’” head coach Ever-
ett Withers said. “I do. I hurt 
real bad. But tomorrow I get a 
chance to go back to work and 
fix some of those things … I’m 
excited about the opportuni-
ty to coach this team and get 
better.”
One of the reasons why this 
loss hurt so badly for the team 
is because they had a chance 
to put it away outright, but 
those “self-inflicting wounds” 
that Withers spoke of after 
the week-one loss to the Uni-
versity of Maryland showed 
themselves again.
In the first quarter, the 
Dukes had a 33-yard field goal 
attempt blocked and missed 
an extra point attempt. In 
the beginning of the fourth 
quarter, senior wide receiv-
er Daniel Brown got behind 
the Delaware defense with 
nobody around him, but he 
watched a pass go straight 
through his hands and the 
Dukes came away from the 
drive empty handed. JMU also 
failed to convert on three of 
see fooTBall, page 12
On Thursday, longstanding JMU 
baseball head coach Joe “Spanky” 
McFarland announced his plan to retire 
at the end of the upcoming 2015 season, 
which will have been his 18th season 
with the Dukes.
In a statement released by JMU, 
McFarland cited a desire to devote 
more time to mutual interests with 
his wife, Deb McFarland, as a reason 
behind his retirement. 
“The list is long of things put on hold 
due to the year-round commitment of 
our jobs and we are ready and excit-
ed to start the next phase of our lives,” 
McFarland said in the statement. “We 
would love to travel, including more 
mission work and explore different 
opportunities and adventures.” 
McFarland has a record of 503-430-
4 in his 17 previous seasons with the 
Dukes. Over that span, he’s led JMU 
to two Colonial Athletic Association 
titles (2008 and 2011) and three NCAA 
tournament appearances (2002, 2008, 
2011). 
In both 2002 and 2011, McFarland 
won CAA Coach of the Year. 
“He and his staff have worked dil-
igently to develop our young men 
as leaders on and off the field,” said 
JMU Director of Athletics Jeff Bourne 
in a statement. “We have been for-
tunate to have not only Coach 
McFarland, but his entire family as a 
support system for our young men.” 
- staff report
By eriN flyNN aND 
paTriCk MorTiere
The Breeze
Jesse Leroy Matthew Jr., a suspect in 
the case of missing University of Vir-
ginia student Hannah Graham, was 
arrested and extradited to Virginia on 
Friday after he was found camping on a 
Galveston County beach in Texas. 
Charlottesville city spokeswoman 
Miriam Dickler said that he flew into 
the Charlottesville-Albemarle Air-
port around 6 p.m. on Friday and was 
moved to the Albemarle-Charlottesville 
Regional Jail, where he’s now being 
held.
Because the Charlottesville General 
District Court will be closed Monday 
through Wednesday this week for a 
judge’s conference, the bond hearing 
for Matthew is expected to be some-
time on Thursday. 
The investigation for the 18-year-
old U.Va. student who disappeared the 
morning of Sept. 13 continues, Chief of 
Charlottesville Police Timothy Longo 
said in a press conference Thursday.
see SearCh, page 5
Suspect Jesse Matthew 






The Tra-Co-Dram players 
and Orchesis Dance 
Ensemble from bethune-
Cookman University in 
Daytona beach, florida 
performed in the festival 
Conference Center 
ballroom on friday, Sept. 
26. Their performance was 
part of the furious flower 
poetry Conference, which 
takes place at JMU every 
10 years.
life | 9MAggiE grAff / COnTribUTing pHOTOgrApHEr
Page 2













Serving James Madison University Since 1922






The Breeze, the student-run newspaper 
of James Madison University, serves 
student, faculty and staff readership by 
reporting news involving the campus 
and local community. The Breeze strives 
to be impartial and fair in its reporting 
and firmly believes in First Amendment 
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday 
mornings, The Breeze is distributed 
throughout James Madison University 
and the local Harrisonburg community.  
Single copies of The Breeze are 
distributed free of charge. Additional 
copies are available for 50 cents 
by contacting our business office. 
Comments and complaints should be 
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sex marriage is returning to the 
Supreme Court.
The court’s nine justices will 
meet privately today to con-
sider hundreds of petitions for 
the upcoming new term. The 
most anticipated of them would 
test whether the Constitution 
encompasses a right of same-sex 
couples to marry.
During their “long confer-
ence,” which precedes the Oct. 
6 start of the court’s new term, 
the justices will consider seven 
petitions involving state bans 
on same-sex marriage. Lower 
appellate courts struck down 
the marriage restrictions in Utah, 




San Jose Mercury News
SAN JOSE, Calif. — Before 
Edward Snowden made head-
lines, The Tor Project was 
dedicated to making the Internet 
more anonymous. It’s an inter-
national group of researchers 
and technologists who main-
tain a network where all users 
are anonymous with hidden 
locations.
They’re leaders in a move-
ment heating up in Silicon Valley 
to create more ways for people 
to use the Internet while keep-
ing private who and where they 
are, and what they’re doing on 
the Web. These include email 
accounts that cannot be spied on, 
file-sharing services that can’t be 
traced, and message services that 




WASHINGTON — Kentucky 
Attorney General Jack Conway 
and a dozen of his peers from 
across the country are pushing 
hard against a recently proposed 
carbon pollution rule, saying it 
would require states to under-
take a massive overhaul of their 
energy sectors but give them far 
too little time to do so.
In recent filings led by the 
attorney general of West Virginia, 
Conway said that the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
overstepped its authority when 
creating the rule.
The proposed “clean power” 
rule is a centerpiece of a major 
push by the Obama adminis-
tration to help the United States 
attack climate change.
Crackdown fails 
to stop protests 
Tribune News Service
HONG KONG — Hong Kong 
police used tear gas and pepper 
spray against pro-democracy 
protesters Sunday in the city’s 
harshest crackdown on free 
assembly since China took con-
trol of the former British colony 
in 1997.
Tear gas wafted outside the 
city’s government complex 
for much of the evening, but it 
didn’t disperse the thousands of 
students and other Hong Kong 
residents who have been protest-
ing there since Friday. 
By 1:30 a.m. Monday, there 
were still many thousands occu-
pying roads and plazas near the 
Admiralty government complex, 
some dousing their eyes with 
water because of the tear gas.
Protests against 
US rise in Syria 
Tribune News Service
ISTANBUL — Thousands of 
demonstrators took to the streets 
of rebel-held towns in northern 
Syria Friday to protest U.S.-led 
airstrikes against the Islamic State 
and supporting creation of an 
Islamic caliphate.
Organizers of the protests urged 
demonstrations to show that 
“civilians don’t need internation-
al killers,” and crowds responded 
in the cities of Aleppo, Idlib and 
Hama.
The protesters singled out the 
reported deaths of a dozen or so 
civilians in the town of Kafr Daryan 
in northern Idlib province, where a 
U.S. cruise missile allegedly struck 
a building that housed displaced 





IRBIL, Iraq — European coun-
terterrorism specialists say their 
American counterparts never 
mentioned an imminent plot by 
al-Qaida operatives in Syria to 
attack Western targets and didn’t 
brief them on the group that’s 
supposedly behind the plan, a 
previously unknown terrorist 
unit that American officials have 
dubbed the Khorasan group.
The interviews with the spe-
cialists, from two European 
NATO allies with close intelli-
gence ties to the United States, 
raise questions about why the 
United States used its first series 
of airstrikes on the Islamic State.
 






Last week, The Breeze’s Editorial Board published a column discussing JMU’s $88 million 
Convocation Center renovation plan, and criticized the university’s decision to spend money on the 
center while the school faces budget cuts. On Facebook, we asked our readers: “The number one 
priority of this school is to educate its students. So, we need to ask ourselves, is there a place 
where $88 million can be spent for something better?”
Here are some of our favorite responses.
It’s honestly ludicrous how poorly our professors are 
compensated. Totally nonsensical trying to put up buildings 
that make us merely look like a top, competitive school while 
simultaneously dumping on the people who can actually bring 
us to that level.
  Trevor Christian | via Facebook
‘ I’d like to see more NCAA tourament appearances before we drop 88 million on something like that. Also 
they cancelled plans to create a new business building, 
while some business classes are being overflowed to 
Godwin. I guess this is where the money for that would 
go as well.
 Gary Martin | via Facebook
‘Convo Center RenovationThe Buzz:
$88 million for the Convocation Center when we can’t 
offer faculty competitive salaries and expect to 
academically compete with the likes of UVA? What are the 
priorities here?
  Colin Bowie | via Facebook
I agree somewhat with this article. I can see both sides. No 
the teams aren’t selling out now, but a brand new arena 
not only draws more fans in, but draws recruits in. 
Facilities are a big draw for recruits. If they decide not to 
do it for now, it’s not like they’ll spend that $88 mil on 
academics. They’ll save it for the future convo or upgrade 
other bldgs on campus with it.
 Alison McNicholas | via Facebook
Not saying professors don’t deserve a raise, but do you 
realize how much money is also going into academics? 
That argument is also invalid, considering UVA dropped 
$131 million ($164 mil. In 2014 money) on JPJ in 2006.
  Alex Taylor | via Facebook
If you know anything about UVA and JMU, comparing the amount 
of money floating around is silly. But if you want to think about a 
good investment in an arena for the area, take a look at the 
hundreds of high profile concerts, sports games, tournaments, 
local community events, graduations, and fundraisers that have 
found a home at JPJ. And for the record, the handicap 
accessibility at Convo is abysmal, it would take a lot of money just 
to (temporarily) “fix” that..
 Heather Palmateer | via Facebook
News
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MAKE LIKE AN ICE CREAM MAN 
and get the scoop. Come write for The Breeze.
Email breezenews@gmail.com.
HARRISONBURG
City to make corrections 
to pollution problem 
The city of Harrisonburg is continuing 
its efforts to educate community mem-
bers about water runoff and stormwater 
management regulations, according to 
public information officer Mary-Hope 
Vass. 
In November 2013, the city council 
approved the creation of the Stormwa-
ter Advisory Committee (SWAC), which 
has been meeting annually since Febru-
ary 2014. The committee members have 
been providing the council with guid-
ance, oversights and recommendations 
regarding stormwater. 
At the city council’s Nov. 11 meeting, 
SWAC members and staff will break-
down the stormwater utility fee. The 
Harrisonburg community is invited to 
learn more about stormwater runoff 
and give feedback to the city before the 
fee is finalized. 
Two input meetings will be held to 
continue communication with resi-
dents of the city. These meetings will be 
held at Thomas Harrison Middle School 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Nov. 12 
and from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Dec. 




 This Saturday at approximately 7:27 
p.m. the Harrisonburg Police Depart-
ment responded to the areas of Peach 
Grove Avenue near Stone Spring Ele-
mentary School following a report of 
an individual wielding a firearm from 
his vehicle, according to the HPD.
Officers responded to the call and 
made a routine traffic stop on the sus-
pect’s vehicle in the Skyline Village 
Shopping Center. The on-scene inves-
tigation led to the arrest of 18-year-old 
Harrisonburg resident Eduardo Moran 
Labra.
Morah was taken into custody 
without incident and charged with 
brandishing a firearm. If an incident 
occurs within 1,000 feet of a school 
zone, it’s considered a class 6 felony 
which can bring a maximum sentence 
of five years in prison and a fine of 
$2,500. 
Anyone with additional information 
and who wishes to remain anonymous 
is asked to call Crime Solvers at 540-
574-5050. Tipsters may also text “HPD” 
plus the tip to CRIMES (274637). 
Making a mark online
Digital Communication Consulting hopes to help students craft a professional online presence
By CAROLINE BRANDT
contributing writer
Avoiding the temptation of Dunkin’ Donuts 
at the entrance of the new Student Success 
Center is no easy task. But just after those 
haunting aromas, students encounter the 
brand-new double doors to the JMU Learning 
Centers, where departments such as math, 
science, communication and now digital 
communication all reside.
Over the course of last year, Allison “Paige” 
Normand, coordinator of Digital Commu-
nication Consulting and School of Media 
Arts and Design (SMAD) instructor, worked 
with three SMAD students to research and 
define a new learning center for digital 
communication. 
What Normand and her team of students 
came up with was a department made up of 
numerous tutors trained to assist students with 
their digital projects. These projects range any-
where from PowerPoints to online portfolios 
assigned by professors for a specific class.
To accomplish her goal, Normand inter-
viewed a team of potential tutors who were 
required to take a course last spring semester 
in order to eventually apply for a paid position 
in the center. The tutors have been “embed-
ded”  media fellows in classes such as READ 
366, GCOM 121 and HIST 395 to assist students 
with their digital projects.
After moving from the fourth floor of Wilson 
Hall to the main floor of the SSC, Normand 
believes JMU’s newest learning center is one 
of a kind.
“JMU actually has a pretty revolutionary 
learning center, and now that we just moved 
into the Student Success Center, we’re sort of 
more on the national view than ever before,” 
Normand said.
Although other schools across the country 
have resources for students for help in a spe-
cific subject area, Normand feels that not many 
offer the type of service the new center does.
“Most learning centers are not as well-sup-
ported and as extensive as the setup we have 
here, so it really speaks strongly to JMU’s com-
mitment to student success,” Normand said. 
Tutors are required to take a three-credit class 
in digital communication consulting, which is 
cross-listed with the School of Communication 
Studies, writing, rhetoric and technical com-
munication and SMAD, as these disciplines 
require expertise in digital communication. 
see DIGITAL, page 4
JAMES CHUNG / THE BREEZE
By MAKENA RAFFERTY-LEWIS
contributing writer
The case of 18-year-old University of 
Virginia second-year Hannah Graham 
has hit home for many Dukes as it raises 
the question: what exactly does JMU do 
to keep its students safe?
But Jen Rogan, a freshman psychol-
ogy major, said the U.Va. case hasn’t 
made her feel any less unsafe on 
campus.
“I think everyone feels safe on JMU’s 
campus because there are usually a lot 
of other people around, you are never 
really alone,” Rogan said.
Some students, like freshman Span-
ish interpretation and translation major 
Chloe Shrock, don’t mind walking alone 
but try to limit it.
“I try not to [walk home alone] but 
[I do] if I am coming from the library,” 
Shrock said. 
Shrock feels confident walking alone 
because of the sense that there would 
be enough people around to help if she 
needed it. 
Another reason that students might 
feel so safe on JMU’s campus is the per-
ceived multitude of security systems 
that are in place. 
One of the most important pieces 
see SAFETY, page 4
Is JMU 
safe?
“Most learning centers are 
not as well-supported 
and as extensive as the 
setup we have here, so 
it really speaks strongly 
to JMU’s commitment 
to student success.”
Paige Normand
coordinator of Digital 
Communication Consulting and 
Media Arts and Design instructor
Hannah Graham case 
ignites campus security 
conversation
Paige Normand, coordinator of Digital Communication Consulting, works at her office computer. Normand spent the 2013-14 academic year with a team of 
students researching and defining the best ways to tutor students in digital communication. The center is now available to students who make appointments.
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This week one of JMU’s oldest fixtures, Car-
rier Library, turned 75. 
In 1939, Carrier Library was known as Madi-
son Memorial Library during the time when 
JMU also went by a different name: Madison 
College. With help from the Virginia Pub-
lic Works Commission, the president at the 
time, Samuel Page Duke, secured $118,000 to 
construct the library with room for 350 seats 
and 80,000 book volumes, according to Ralph 
Alberico, the dean of libraries and educational 
technologies. 
Will Clemency, a sophomore engineering 
major, enjoys how the past renovations of Car-
rier added more space but retained a homey 
feel. 
“I like how they kept the authenticity of the 
library,” Clemency said.
Alberico also said the history of JMU’s first 
library stems back to 1908, when it was housed 
in Maury Hall with room for 40 students.
In 1915 the library moved from Maury Hall 
to Harrison Hall and had a capacity to hold 98 
students. Approximately 15 years later in 1930, 
a Reading Room was added to Harrison Hall, 
which increased the number of seats to 168.
In 1984, the library was renamed after the 
fourth president of the university, Ronald Car-
rier, and his wife and First Lady, Edith Carrier.
Carrier Library is now able to hold 50 times 
more students than it did originally.  It’s the 
largest library on campus, with 98, 948 square 
feet, which is more than the 75, 065 square feet 
Rose Library has. 
Even though the library has already expand-
ed, Alberico states there are no plans to stop; 
there are about 10,000 to 15,000 paperback 
books added to the library each year, with 
numerous electronic sources and physical 
expansions made to accommodate the grow-
ing number of students at JMU.
“We’ve been nicking away at this building, 
trying to make improvements for students … 
every year, for the last several years, there has 
been renovations … whether adding carpeting, 
renovating this space or that space,” Alberico 
said.
Bhoomika Manjunath, a freshman manage-
ment major, agreed with Alberico’s assessment 
that Carrier library needs to be expanded. 
 “I think it needs to be expanded more with 
more seats because it does get really crowded,” 
Manjunath said.
Former JMU President and library namesake 
Ronald Carrier has an office in the library. Car-
rier, who often can be found walking through 
the library, said his favorite thing to do in the 
library is to talk with students. 
“I ask them, ‘Are you studying?’ and they 
respond, ‘Yes, we are,’  and I say, ‘Well, it looks 
like you’re snoozing,’” Carrier said.
 Alberico said that his favorite part of the 
library is “seeing all the students working 
together, reading books, coming in and out of 
the library.”
With a Starbucks, the Ask A Librarian 
resource, computers, wireless access and 
see CARRIER, page 5
JMU President Jon Alger and former president Ronald Carrier talking during Carrier Library’s 75th 
anniversary last week. The library is currently 50 times larger than it was when originally built.
 DANIELLE EPIFANIO / THE BREEZE
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After an interview process, media fellows were assigned 
to specific classes for the semester to help with digital 
assignments.
Tutors such as senior SMAD major Lauren Stearns decided 
to become a tutor in digital communication after her interest 
was sparked during the required course.
“I really enjoy working with peers and liked how the center 
was comprised of students in different majors. I also thought 
it would be a beneficial career move to learn how to commu-
nicate my technical skills to someone who may not be familiar 
with a concept or program,” Stearns said.
Stearns, a media fellow for the READ 366 course, helps stu-
dents work on digital portfolios, focus on literacy development 
in young children. READ 366 is also currently the only class 
scheduled for the center’s “lab hours,” which are expected to 
open up for all students in November.
Although the new center is still fairly young, the tutors feel 
it’s still in the early stages, and has a lot of growing room to 
become successful.
Senior WRTC major Mary Kathryn McWeeney also works 
with a section of READ 366 and feels that many students 
haven’t taken advantage of the center so far.
“In all honesty, I don’t believe a lot of students know about 
our center yet. I tell classmates about it and they usually give 
me puzzled looks, and I have to explain what we do and why 
it’s important.  Only then do students nod and agree that it’s a 
great opportunity to learn how to advertise yourself to future 
employers online,” McWeeney said.
Junior communications studies major Marlena Luciano, 
who is also a media fellow for the READ 366 class, believes 
that as the semester progresses students will take advantage 
of the SCC’s resources.
 “I am confident that students will take advantage of lab 
hours and one-on-one Consultations to overcome any issues 
they are having with their site,” Luciano said.
One focus of Digital Communication Consulting this school 
year is the implementation of digital professional portfolios.
“This year we are here to help the students create beautiful, 
effective, professional portfolios,” Normand said.
According to Normand, having a professional portfolio 
doesn’t hurt, regardless of your area of study. In fact, Nor-
mand recalled that an article her colleague read claimed 57 
percent of employers would like to see a professional portfolio 
from their applicants but only 7 percent of potential employ-
ees actually have one.
Shadi Sabbagh, a media fellow for HIST 395 and a senior 
political science major, feels the professional portfolio is a cru-
cial aspect of the student’s potential career.
“Having a portfolio gives you an edge over other applicants 
because it shows depth and professionalism,” Sabbagh said.
coNtact Caroline Brandt at 
brandtcw@dukes.jmu.edu.
Digital | Tutors enjoy helping fellow JMU peers with projects
“I really enjoy working with peers 
and liked how the center was 
comprised of students in different 
majors. I also thought it would 
be a beneficial career move 
to learn how to communicate 
my technical skills to someone 
who may not be familiar with 
the concept or program.”
lauren stearns
senior media arts and design major and 
tutor in Digital Communication Consulting
safety | JMU police offer tips for students who walk alone
from page 3
of security, according to Chief of JMU Police Lee Shifflett, 
is the 24/7 police coverage at JMU. Shifflett said there are 
marked police cars constantly patrolling campus, as well 
as student cadets on duty from 7 p.m. to 2 a.m. Sunday to 
Wednesday, 9 p.m. to 2 a.m. on Thursdays and 9 p.m. to 3 
a.m on Fridays and Saturdays.
Shifflett added that between JMU police and Campus 
Cadets, students can get a safety escort to anywhere on 
campus any time, day or night. 
Another important aspect of JMU’s campus security is 
the “Blue Light” system. It consists of an easily seen blue 
light and a telephone box with a single button speed-dial-
ing feature. There are 72 of these boxes around campus that 
give students a direct line to the police station and alert 
them of their location. According to Shifflett, these boxes 
are thankfully not needed very often, but when they are, 
police are able to respond in under two minutes.
The newest addition to JMU’s campus security is the 
LiveSafe app which was implemented on Aug. 21. The app 
not only allows a user to make an emergency call to alert 
police of immediate danger, but allows students to submit 
anonymous crime tips. Hannah Brownmiller, a freshman 
communication sciences and disorders major, said, “The 
LiveSafe app helps me feel safe on campus all the time.”
Shifflett said that along with the LiveSafe app, students 
can use JMU’s online “Silent Witness” page to report a 
crime anonymously. 
“As a community member, it is your obligation to report 
things that seem out of the ordinary, people that seem 
out of the ordinary, or are behaving differently,” Shifflett 
said. “If you don’t report it and the next person doesn’t 
report it then it may be too late. Then someone becomes 
a victim because you failed to do your duty as a commu-
nity member.” 
Although students may feel safe while on JMU’s campus, 
some believe that venturing off campus opens up a whole 
new world of dangers. 
Shrock said that she feels like off campus can be “sketchy” 
when walking around alone at night. 
Breann Staples, a junior psychology major, said she feels 
safe where she’s living. 
But Staples, like other students, doesn’t feel as safe walk-
ing in some Harrisonburg areas, such as Devon Lane. 
Going off campus to live or party opens students to a dif-
ferent environment without the safety and security systems 
provided on campus.
While Shifflett said JMU Police take pride in their ser-
vices, he made it clear that the JMU Harrisonburg Police 
Department can’t always guarantee a student’s safety, espe-
cially  when they’re off campus, which puts an extra burden 
on students to be aware of their surroundings. 
Students are safe on JMU’s campus, but they sim-
ply don’t have the same level of protection in the rest of 
Harrisonburg.
Shifflett discussed how a dorm can be safer than a home 
because the doors lock automatically, there is an Residen-
tial Adviser or hall director present and the smoke detectors 
and sprinkler heads are always kept up to date. 
Shifflett offered some advice to help students keep 
themselves safe on and off campus, especially when 
walking alone:
•	 Use the “buddy system.”
•	 Use safety escorts by calling the number on the 
back of student’s JAC cards (540-568-6913).
•	 Use the LiveSafe app.
•	 Let friends know where you are.
•	 Trust your gut. “If your gut tells you 
something is not right,” call for help.
coNtact Makena Rafferty-Lewis 
at raffermf@dukes.jmu.edu.
The “Blue Light” system consists of an easily seen blue light and telephone with a single button speed-dialing feature. There are 
72 of these lights around campus. They give students a direct line of contact to JMU police and give them the student’s location.
holly warfIeld / The breeze


















Right now, the administration is 
looking at a combination of solu-
tions, including budget cuts and 
other ways they can be more finan-
cially efficient to make up for that 
loss. 
In the 2015 fiscal year, according 
to Wyatt, they are selling bonds for 
the CHBS building construction 
project.
“So basically, what we’ve done 
this far is we’ve spent $1 million 
in the design and planning of that 
building,” Wyatt said. “So, once we 
issue the bonds, we will get that $1 
million back.” 
The 2016 fiscal year is still up in 
the air, but the administration isn’t 
concerned.
“It’s a long time between now 
and when we set tuition … next 
spring,”  King said. “So, it will give 
us time to look at ways find some 
additional savings.”
Board member Vanessa Evans 
spoke on behalf of the education 
and student life committee to 
address another important topic 
early in the meeting. She explained 
that during the committee meet-
ing, a tuition change regarding 
JMU’s Department of Nursing was 
proposed.
“The additional tuition charge 
is $90 per credit hour,” Evans said. 
“Nursing students currently pay 
about $25 out of pocket for expens-
es such as uniforms, disposable 
lab supplies, medical equipment 
and iPads used in classes and in 
testing.”
The additional revenues would 
be broken down so that 15 percent 
would go toward student financial 
aid, 15 percent would go to the pro-
vost and 70 percent would go to the 
Department of Nursing. 
Mark Warner, senior vice 
president of student affairs and 
university planning, also led a 
discussion about university per-
formance measures, which he 
described as data collected to 
assess performance in various 
areas throughout the university. 
The first sample that Warner 
provided concerned JMU’s gradu-
ation rate. According to Wyatt, the 
Carnegie Foundation holds certain 
classifications for higher education 
learning institutions. According to 
Warner, of all the schools that are in 
JMU’s classification group, JMU has 
the highest graduation rate.
Warner also mentioned that the 
graduation is high among student 
athletes; in 2013, it was 83 percent, 
and the goal for 2020 is 85 percent.
Warner then mentioned the stu-
dent-faculty ratio, which has been 
16:1 for the past five years. 
According to Warner, 16:1 has 
been the decided ratio for the JMU 
campus. To make this ratio, they 
look at how many students are 
enrolled and adjust the amount 
faculty members the university has. 
“And that’s why we do perfor-
mance measures ... If we’re going 
to be successful in higher educa-
tion and if we are going to ensure 
that educational excellence, we 
have to monitor, measure and 
track what we’re doing,” Warner 
said.
CoNtaCt Erin Flynn at 
breezenews@gmail.com. 
BoV | JMU faces budget shortfall
The Board of Visitors discuss several topics including JMU’s Department of Nursing and its additional charges. 
Matt SchMachtenberg / the  breeze
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individual or group study rooms, Carrier Library has a lot to offer for 
students.
“Students have different habitats … there are students who prefer 
contemplative study while there are spaces for students who like group 
study,” Alberico said.
While faculty and students alike participated in the festivities, Alberico 
said that they decided to focus the celebration on the students, who fre-
quent Carrier the most.
Celebrations took place all week, ranging from the free lemonade and 
cookies given out to students and staff at Carrier and Rose libraries; the 
exhibit of clothes and old memorabilia from the era when the library was 
constructed and slide shows played in both libraries.
In commemoration of the 75th Anniversary, there was a morning cer-
emony held outside the library with JMU Presidents Carrier, Linwood 
Rose and Jon Alger. 
This week-long celebration commemorates the many locations the 
library was placed in over the years and the importance of libraries to 
college. 
CoNtaCt Kayla Rini at rinikm@dukes.jmu.edu. 
CarriEr | Memorabilia put 
on display in two libraries
from front
While the Charlottesville Police Department awaits the results of found 
evidence, teams from the Virginia Department of Emergency Manage-
ment move their search into the rural areas of Albemarle County, which 
is just south of Charlottesville. 
In the press conference, Longo encouraged people to continue sending 
in tips, even if they’re anonymous. He also explained what people can 
be looking for: a cropped top with black mesh on the top and bottom, 
black-fitted capri pants, white shoes and a pink iPhone 5s phone case.
Another piece of evidence to be on the lookout for is tire tracks on an 
individual’s property that aren’t associated with any of their vehicles. 
While Matthew was arrested in Galveston, Texas, Longo explained 
that they have no reason to believe that Graham is in another state. For 
now, they’re focusing their attention on Charlottesville and its nine sur-
rounding counties. 
Anyone with information concerning Hannah Graham’s where-
abouts are asked to call the tip line at 434-295-3851 or submit their tips 
at CPDtips@charlottesville.org. 
CoNtaCt Erin Flynn and Patrick Mortiere 
at breezenews@gmail.com.
SEarCh | charlottesville 
police chief discusses potential 
evidence in missing student case
Right now most of the 
media attention in the 
United States is focused 
on the bombing campaign 
against the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant (ISIL). 
They of course deserve 
attention; however, there is 
something happening right 
now in Hong Kong that 
deserves just as much airtime. 
Hong Kong residents and students are in 
the streets demanding a fully democratic 
government and China is cracking down on 
protests with brutal force. 
After being given back to China by the 
United Kingdom in 1997, promises were made 
that Hong Kong would have an independent 
democratic system separate from Beijing. A 
recent statement from Chinese officials says 
candidates in Hong Kong must be screened by 
a separate panel, which puts those promises 
directly in the trash. 
According to The New York Times, the 
protesters have been removed from the front 
of a government area, and multiple protesters 
have been arrested, injured or both. Protesters 
needed to use umbrellas to protect themselves 
from pepper spray attacks. Officers have even 
resorted to using tear gas on the protesters. 
Regardless, the protesters returned to the 
square in stark opposition. What the police 
and the Chinese government are just now 
beginning to realize is that people fighting 
for their right to open elections aren’t easily 
deterred by tyrannical violence.
Of course it’s no surprise that China 
is cracking down on these calls for self-
determination. After all, the last time a large 
protest for democracy happened in China, 
tanks and soldiers were sent to disperse 
citizens. The number of deaths from the 
1989 Tiananmen Square massacre remains 
unknown. 
China is a “People’s Republic” without any 
actual concern for its people. In regard to this 
event, it’s very important to make this story 
known. It needs our attention and continued 
coverage by the international media. College 
students just like us are leading the charge 
for democracy and they are being met with 
ignorance. 
Pre-screening candidates for an election is 
not only undemocratic, it’s dishonest. It’s not 
even democracy at that point; it’s occupation 
wearing a poorly made mask of democracy. It’s 
a shallow, easily detectable attempt at keeping 
a supposedly autonomous region within the 
control of Beijing. This kind of behavior is 
unacceptable in today’s world and we can’t let 
these people’s cries fall on deaf ears. They may 
go unheard by the Chinese government, but 
they don’t have to go unheard by us.
Dictatorships like this rely heavily on the 
easily distracted nature of the 24-hour news 
industry to sweep protests like this under the 
rug. They cover it for a short while, make the 
usual condemnations and then find something 
new to talk about while letting the events go 
on uncovered. That is the curse of the news 
industry; there is always something new that 
needs reporting on. 
The problem with this is that without the 
constant spotlight of the media focusing 
attention on the issue, there isn’t a chance 
that China would actually take the necessary 
steps to let Hong Kong pursue democratic 
governance. That’s why people need to pay 
attention to this story. 
Start getting the conversation going, spread 
the news on social media, make it trend. Send 
the message to news companies that this is a 
story we need to hear more about. 
The continuing fight for democracy for 
Hong Kong citizens should be encouraged and 
shouldn’t be relegated to an aside piece on the 
evening news. 
Kevan Hulligan is a senior political science 
major. Contact Kevan at hulligkx@dukes.
jmu.edu.
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“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is 
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason 
and humanity over error and oppression.” 
— james madison, 1800
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A “cool-under-pressure” pat to the 
Einstein Bros. Bagels staff for dealing with the 
morning rush. 
From a senior who didn’t mind the wait for 
her bagel sandwich because it was delicious 
as always.
A “poetic-perfection” pat to the Furious 
Flower Poetry Center for bringing such an 
amazing public event to campus last week.
From someone who is glad that to have 
found fellow poetry buffs.
An “i-don’t-need-therapy-because-
JmU-is-just-awesome” pat to my favorite 
JMU buds (I hate the word alumni still) — 
Rachael, Kelly and Alaina. 
From Duke Dog (and Kat). 
A “thanks-for-the-pat” pat to Pat. 
From a student who got a pat from Pat.
A “thanks-for-showing-me-you’re-not-
all-bad” pat to the Parking Services dude 
who cut me some slack.
From a Duke whose meter was way over.
An “it’s-the-little-things” pat to the nice 
blond guy who smiled and waved at me 
as I struggled to get my car out of the tight 
parking spot by the tunnel. 
From the senior in the blue car who was 
having a bad morning and thought your nice 
smile went a long way. 
A “that-wasn’t-the-point” dart to 
whoever darted me for not saying something 
to the guys who were calling things “gay.”
From a senior who wanted to let campus 
know it was wrong, and also thinks you’re 
contradicting the cause by trying to shame 
those who are on your side.
A “please-calm-down” dart to all of the 
wannabe athletes who try way too hard to 
win and act a fool at intramural sports games.
From a student who just wanted to play 
some volleyball without getting spiked in the 
face.
A “this-isn’t-a-nightclub-it’s-an-
apartment-complex” dart to my neighbor 
who, at all hours of the day, every day, blares 
his bass.
From a neighbor who just wants to live his 
life without hearing Eminem 24/7.
darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
BEyOnd ThE BinGE
Write a Netflix recommendation. 
Email breezeopinion@gmail.com.
J maddy Fact: James Madison was the youngest delegate at the 1780 Continental Congress.
Hong Kong protesters need support
KEvaN HUlligaN |  the war room
The students and residents fighting for independence deserve just as much media coverage as terrorist organizations
BLair rOSEn / ThE BrEEzE
China is a “People’s republic” 
without any actual concern 
for its people. in regard to 
this event, it’s very important 
to make this story known. 
it needs our attention and 
continued coverage by 
the international media.
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Oriental Market
Taste of Thai
Sushi & Asian Fusion




921 S. High St
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
540.432.6157
Open 7 Days a Week
Lunch & Dinner                                                                                                                                                             
917 S. High Street 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801
540.801.8878   
                                                                         
Sunday - Saturday 8:30am - 10:00pm
www.restaurantbeyond.com
www.facebook.com/restaurantbeyond
Open Daily for Lunch & Dinner
Daily Specials     Outdoor Dining    Private Banquet Room
Specializing in Asian & Hispanic 
Products including fresh produce
Family owned & operated. 
Gourmet Thai Cuisine. 
Private Banquet Rooms
Part-time & Seasonal Positions
 
Stop in or apply online
www.MassResortJobs.com
Attention Lifeguards
Massanutten Resort is Training and Hiring!
Instructor Classes available.
Lifeguard training is on-going.
Lifeguard Instructor and Water 
Safety Instructor Training 
starts soon.
For class information, call 
(540) 289-4987 or visit 
massresort.com/aquatics
We’re all second-hand thinkers
Louis Gaertner |  contributing columnist
The concept of ‘original thought,’ or thinking critically and individually, is slowly dying out 
Maybe it began with the emergence of our 
lack of independence from our cellphones; 
instead of greeting each day with open minds, 
ready to meet new acquaintances, we step 
outside, plug in our headphones and scatter 
through our mind-consuming screens. 
Our generation has to find solace in the 
prospect of a good life later down the road. 
Maybe it’s because we perceive that this goal 
must be met by succeeding in the rigor of col-
lege, where we have to adhere to protocol and 
blind determination in order to one day land 
a job and live a nice nine-to-five life — a job 
that will inevitably demand our roles as com-
petent “followers.”
Or maybe it began way back in the origi-
nal roots of our present era. We are taught, 
pushed and guided not to think. We learn, but 
we do not create. We gain “knowledge,” but 
not original thought. It goes beyond school, 
though.  
Music, like education at its truest form, is 
the most beautiful gift we as human beings 
can give or create. Music has been hideously 
mutated into the commercialized garbage 
that’s on the radio, championed by being 
masked as “popular” with the façade of rel-
evance. This music is written by a group of 
intelligent and very creative individuals who 
are hired by corporations to create songs. 
They then push these “songs” on to so-called 
“singers” who read and sing what’s written. 
That product is presented back to the busi-
ness heads who funded the music project 
from the start, and after deliberation with 
advertisers, it’s finalized and distributed to 
the masses. It’s media created through blind 
followers who serve as lackeys for certain cor-
porate agendas. 
In business, this all seems reasonable. If 
you’re going to be “successful,” then you must 
create a song that will be generic enough to 
reach a large group, catchy enough to create 
a craving for such songs and worded carefully 
enough not to provoke much thought. Typi-
cally, the mantra of themes is: lots of women, 
getting drunk, Friday nights and wild week-
end warriors. 
This happens daily in a wide range of genres 
including modern country, pop, hip-hop and 
rap.  Even in guitar songs with just one sing-
er, which give off the 
impression of origi-
nality, you can still 
see examples of a 
product of manu-
factured assembly. 
It’s not music; it’s 
manipulation. 
Singer-songwrit-
ers such as Noah 
Gundersen, Josh-
ua James or even 
less-popular songs 
from big bands like 
Mumford & Sons will 
never be the hits of 
the radio airwaves. 
They create genuine 
perspective, insights, 
truthfulness and spirituality; something that 
was created, adhering to nothing other than 
self-consciousness. They don’t follow the 
money-making business plans of very intelli-
gent and creative “educated” individuals who 
instead of listening to their own thoughts and 
ideas, came together to follow fiscal plans. 
I’m not criticizing education, either; I just 
think we should be dubious in the ways we 
go about our education. We must strive with 
a certain philosophy; a philosophy as simple 
as “critical thought,” or more poetically put, 
“original thought.” Original thought does not 
necessarily mean that the person creating it 
has to be the first on a certain subject or idea, 
but merely that they concluded concepts and 
ideas in their own minds, with consciousness 
autonomous from others’ opinions, norms 
and judgments. 
Being a follower is not in itself a bad 
thing, but being a blind follower is an egre-




of the American 
individual. Blind 
following has led 
to the growth of 
powerful world 
corporations, 
thus adding to a 
collapse of the 
private market. 
Blind following 
has led to peo-
ple becoming so 
constricted to par-
tisanship. Blind 
following has led 
to our political 
and social structures evolving into stringent 
immovable forces, all of which were once 
created off an original thought. 
Ayn Rand, an egoism philosopher in the 
early 20th century, came up with the terms 
“creators” and “second-handers” to describe 
a basic principle of people. Creators are 
behind all the original ideas, inventions 
and concepts, and second-handers are the 
majority of the population who, over time, 
have eroded and twisted concepts and ideas 
that they did not create. They feed off original 
thought, which they read about, worked 
through and lived by, but never attempted 
to gain for themselves. 
A college student who works primarily 
to get a degree and a good job is a powerful 
second-hander. He or she lives a structured 
life to work for their reputation and appro-
priate survival, and without judging the 
world, blankly accepts the status quo. Sec-
ond-handers’ continued abuse of political 
and social ideas have led to the distorted 
and manipulated institutions that we see 
today. We need original and non-conformed 
perspectives to eradicate the erosion of our 
freedoms and livelihood.  
The road to original thought is long and 
painful, and is one that can take years to see 
and a lifetime to travel. Original thought is 
the highway to enlightenment, and aware-
ness of our own conformity is one of many 
exits. It begins by not succumbing to what’s 
on the media, which in the present year is 
almost all corporate media. That is to say, 
what you see on TV, read online or music 
you listen to (unless by a self-creating band 
or singer/songwriter — and even then you 
must always be skeptical). What you see in 
modern films is especially dominated by the 
media, and thus open to manipulation and 
propaganda by corporations and their specif-
ic interests. These interests can be anything 
from products to government legislation to 
ultimately how they want you to live your life. 
Original thought is who each of us actual-
ly is, our inner conscience and workings. We 
must live by our own muses and succumb to 
only that which is truly necessary.
Louis Gaertner is a junior political 
science major. Contact Louis at 
gaertnlp@dukes.jmu.edu.
Being a follower is not 
in itself a bad thing, but 
being a blind follower is 
an egregious, and in my 
personal opinion, one of 
the most influential bricks 
in modern oppression of 
the American individual. 
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Every Saturday and Sunday morning, 
the same sickening thing occurs to a few 
unlucky individuals. I’ll paint a picture 
of the situation: the sun rises and a girl’s 
eyes slowly open. At first everything is 
blurry, her stomach churns, her head 
spins. The haziness fades and things 
become horrifically vivid. The mind 
scrambles,  “Where am I? ... Whose bed is 
this? … What did I do last night?” 
It seems as though our generation, 
which is supposed to be rife with 
acceptance, proper morals and change, 
is being consumed by other negative 
aspects that must be addressed. From 
Thursday to Saturday, thousands of 
students consume immense amounts 
of alcohol and other substances. But it’s 
what occurs after the consumption that 
really matters. 
The problem is the disgraceful attitudes 
of many young men, whose goal on the 
weekend is solely to sleep with women. 
They will do whatever means necessary 
for it to happen, including specifically 
picking out the girls who are most 
intoxicated in order to “get their fix.” 
To me, quite frankly, it’s sickening. It’s 
wrong, it’s immoral, it isn’t something we 
should put up with, and worst of all, it’s 
global.
If I ever did something like that, my 
conscience would eat away at me until it 
ruined my life. Some people in this world 
need to consider how their actions will 
make others feel. Sadly, the majority of 
rapes go unreported, but guess what? 
There is such a thing as karma, and every 
action taken on our earth doesn’t go 
unseen. They will get what they deserve.
Every person with a brain can tell when 
somebody is too drunk. And when people 
are too drunk, their cognitive abilities are 
impaired, so they can’t think logically. 
When women can’t think logically, 
criminals see an opportunity to take 
advantage of someone in order to satisfy 
themselves. These things don’t happen 
by accident, either. Like I said, anybody 
can see when someone has consumed 
too much alcohol. So, if you’re aware of 
this information and still try to proceed 
to get a girl in bed, it’s not worth praise, 
it’s not right and it’s rape. Not to mention 
that last I checked the typical punishment 
for rape in the U.S. was about a decade in 
prison.
Whenever you’re about to make a bad 
decision consider the following three 
things and maybe it will lead you to a 
better one: (1) the golden rule, (2) public 
disclosure test, and (3) universalization 
test. The golden rule is something we’ve 
been taught since preschool: treat others 
how you want to be treated. In other 
words, how would you feel if somebody 
did that to you? The public disclosure test 
makes one think: would you still partake 
in these actions if they were broadcast to 
the world? Finally, the universalization 
test asks: what would the world be like if 
every single person did this? So, before 
doing something regrettable, consider 
these three ethical guidelines. Moreover, 
it’s also important to remember that 
guys can and do get raped too, so this is 
directed to both males and females.
I believe a call for change is necessary 
to stop these behaviors, because until 
those men put themselves in the shoes 
of the women they are taking advantage 
of, they won’t understand the pain and 
suffering that they go through. 
Obviously, there are bad people 
everywhere and we can’t just get rid of 
them. All we can do is be the best people 
we can by stepping up and preventing 
these crimes from happening. It’s so easy 
to get caught up in our lives and to forget 
that anything can happen to anybody. So, 
let’s try to be the moral individuals we’re 
supposed to be on earth (and especially 
at JMU) by setting the right example for 
generations to come. We must come 
together as a community to stop these 
horrific occurrences. So JMU nation, it’s 
time to step up. 
Ryan Abbott is a sophomore marketing 
major. Contact Ryan at abbot2re@
dukes.jmu.edu.
Cruel intentions
We need to stand up against ‘rape culture’ as a campus
Ryan abbott |  contributing columnist
Shea Godwin |  letter to the editor
The problem is the 
disgraceful attitudes of 
many young men, whose 
goal on the weekend is 
solely to sleep with women. 
They will do whatever 
means necessary for 
it to happen, including 
specifically picking out 
the girls who are most 
intoxicated in order 
to “get their fix.”
My agency, The Arc of Harrisonburg 
and Rockingham, was selected by 
Fraternity and Sorority Life (FSL) to 
receive proceeds from Greek Week last 
year.
Last Friday, we were presented with a 
check for more than $12,400, which really 
made our day!  This represents all the 
hard work of FSL and the students and 
staff connected with Greek life at JMU.  
For The Arc, it represents the opportunity 
to create a resource center as a one-stop 
shop responding to the needs of people 
with intellectual disabilities, their families 
and all who support them.  This was one 
of the two greatest needs identified as 
lacking in our community in a needs 
assessment we conducted in 2013.
JMU students have always been an 
important part of The Arc family as 
volunteers, interns and now as members 
of FSL. As JMU students, you deserve 
more credit than you get for your great 
work in the community. Just know that 
we are always singing your praises. 
We appreciate all your hard work and 
dedication in helping people with 
intellectual disabilities live a life like 
yours.
FSL, we are especially grateful to you. 
Thank you for making dreams come true. 
Go Dukes!
Shea Godwin is the executive director 
of The Arc of Harrisonburg and 
Rockingham.
Greek students 
deserve credit for 
fundraising
Life
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GET CULTURED
Harrisonburg International Festival photos on page 10.
By ANNA LEE GOOCHER
contributing writer
Every 10 years JMU hosts the Furious Flower Poetry 
Conference and is graced with the presence of limitless 
literary talent. 
This three-day event began last Wednesday and was 
packed with speakers, poetry readings and art exhib-
its that recognized and promoted the diverse voices of 
African-American writers. Its programs brought together 
established and emerging poets, along with students and 
faculty from universities across the world. 
This year the conference featured 40 poets from across 
the United States, Africa, Europe and the Caribbean in 
addition to hundreds of conference attendees. The confer-
ence honored many poets, including Pulitzer-Prize winner 
Yusef Komunyakaa. He presented his work during a poetry 
reading on Friday afternoon in Wilson Hall.
Komunyakaa, a 67-year-old professor at New York Uni-
versity, drew the ears of students and scholars with a deep 
and slow voice. When interviewed, he evoked wisdom with 
each statement, and one must wonder when and where 
that intelligence originated. 
“Actively, I’ve been writing since the 1970s. In 1973, I 
took my very first creative writing class at the University 
of Colorado with Dr. Alexander Blackburn, so I’ve been 
writing for a very long time,” Komunyakaa said. “It was in 
that first creative writing class that I connected to some 
voice within me, and I suppose we can call that inspira-
tion or destiny, but usually behind that is commitment to 
a lot of hard work.”
 Komunyakaa says much of his poetry doesn’t have a 
message.
“I feel that a poem has to surprise me, and I’m taken 
by that surprise, but also I think that it’s not so much 
that we wish to create answers, as opposed to creating 
questions, because I think questions are the most infor-
mative,” Komunyakaa said. “Images are important as well. 
I couldn’t write poetry without images.” 
Komunyakaa then offered a description for what his 
poetry encapsulates.
“Things that I’m willing to illuminate on through imag-
es,” Komunyakaa said. “One time I said I wanted to be a 
painter as well, so psychologist, painter, neither one of 
those, but poetry does have psychology and art within we 
can say … the frame of expression.”
 He frames this expression by forming images with 
language, an artistry that captivates his readers, who he 
believes should delve into the work to discover its meaning.
“I think the reader should be challenged, because after 
all, the reader also has a brain, and the human brain is 
gluttonous; it wants to know everything,” Komunyakaa 
said. “So automatically there is a dialogue if that reader is 
a thinking reader. I don’t think the poem should be an ad 
for an emotion. That’s too easy.”
 Komunyakaa explained why he believes poetry and 
events like the Furious Flower Poetry Conference are 
essential to society. 
see FLOWER, page 10
Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Yusef Komunyakaa speaks to the importance of poetic expression
The power of words
JMUTeach course aims to ‘unmask 
Batman’ and expose students to 
the real American pop icon figure 
Student 
teaches class 




As most people watch a scene from “The Dark Knight Rises,” 
they are preoccupied by the cinematography, action-packed 
violence and glitzy lifestyle that only someone as privileged 
as Bruce Wayne can afford. However, a certain group of JMU 
students are looking beyond the superficial and into the psy-
chology of why and how Batman makes every decision.
 “Unmasking Batman” is a one-credit JMUTeach course that 
meets every Thursday at 5 p.m. for one hour in the Health and 
Human Services building. Aside from the quirky subject matter, 
there’s something else that makes this class unique: it’s taught 
by a JMU student.
Some people may be skeptical as to how a whole course can 
revolve around one character, but Jae Min Yoo, a senior com-
munication sciences and disorders major and a facilitator in 
the JMUTeach program, has a multitude of reasons for why he 
chose Batman.
 “Batman is this lasting pop icon figure that pretty much 
everyone can identify with,” Yoo said. “I think the class could 
have been centered on a number of different characters, but 
Batman is so rich in philosophical, psychological and emotion-
al material that it’s hard not to relate to it in some way. Batman 
is this really cool, crime-fighting, martial arts, detective, hero, 
but at the end of the day he is just a person.”
 JMUTeach results in some interesting electives, but in order 
to get the opportunity to teach a course, the students must go 
through an intensive application process.
 “It is fairly competitive to become an instructor,” Molly Hoff-
master, a senior media arts and design major and the executive 
director of JMUTeach, said. “You submit a course proposal for 
a class you’re interested in teaching and if your proposal is 
picked, you give a mock lesson to the JMUTeach executive 
board, then the next semester you go through a course facili-
tation class to help prepare you for teaching.”   
 A select few actually get to teach their course to other stu-
dents. But according to Yoo, it doesn’t feel like traditional 
teaching.
  
“I don’t really like to think of myself as a teacher; more of 
a facilitator because a lot of my class is discussion based [on 
Batman] so it’s more like I am facilitating a discussion on that 
week’s specific topic,” Yoo said. “Having a class of 25 students 
can be nerve-wracking, but hearing them engage with the mate-
rial presented in class and knowing that they are in my class 
because they want to learn about Batman makes it easier.”
 Beyond the cultural significance, Yoo points to other reasons 
as to why Batman is the ideal superhero for this sort of class.
 “Everything he has, he gained through hard work — and 
some money — unlike say, Superman, who was born with 
superpowers,” Yoo explained. “I think it’s very relatable to 
see a figure, like Bruce Wayne, who has experienced so much 
emotional turmoil and tragedy, but chose to grow from it.”
 That rich backstory lends itself to a wide range of discussion 
topics, such as Batman’s decisions on whether or not to kill, 
that’s both enjoyable and surprising to Yoo’s students.
“It’s nifty because we get to study the psychology of why 
[Bruce Wayne] is Batman and how he acts and who he is,” Amy 
Verhaalen, a senior English major and one of Yoo’s students, 
said. “A lot of what we talk about in class does pertain to real 
life.”
 Although the class may sound like it’s all fun and games, it 
has graded assignments just like any other course.
 “I do feel bad when giving low grades,” Yoo said. “I know 
what it’s like being a student and having a lot going on, but I also 
have to pass these grades along to the university, so it’s tough.”
 The assignments themselves are what students would nor-
mally expect.
 “We usually have an assignment to watch a video or read 
one of the comic books before class and then we talk about 
whatever theme that homework touched on,” Verhaalen said.
 These types of assignments allow for the duality of fun and 
learning that Yoo strives for.
 “I want this to be a fun class, but I also want students to be 
able to take away critical thinking skills when examining works 
of fiction,” Yoo said. “I feel like such a nerd talking about how 
important a fictional character like Batman is, but all pop cul-
ture figures reflect our society’s views and beliefs of the time. I 
hope students get an appreciation of Batman that extends past 
the classroom and the semester.”   
 Applications to become a course instructor come out today, 
Sept. 29. For more information on JMUTeach, visit their website 
at jmuteach.wordpress.com.
CONTACT Mike Dolzer at dolzermj@dukes.jmu.edu.
“Batman is this lasting pop 
icon figure that pretty much 
everyone can identify with.”
Jae Min Yoo
senior communication sciences and 
disorders major and JMUTeach facilitator
Senior communication sciences and disorders major Jae Min Yoo teaches “Unmasking the Batman” as a JMUTeach facilitator.
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Famous poet Yusef Komunyakaa visits JMU for the Furious Flower Poetry Conference, an event held every 10 years to honor and celebrate African-American poets and their work. He read poetry Friday at Wilson Hall.
HOLLY WARFIELD / THE BREEZE
By ROBYN SMITH
contributing writer
There are many ways college students can spend their sum-
mers. They can have a full-time job or internship, study abroad, 
go on vacation or even catch up on their favorite television shows. 
However, a nonprofit organization named The Dove Project aims 
to provide an opportunity for them to make a positive difference 
in their local communities. 
The project is based in Stafford, Virginia and partners with local 
organizations to help college students participate in meaningful 
community service events while they are home for the summer.
“I knew we just wanted to help people. Even just to put a smile 
on someone’s face for a day. That would make it worth it to us,” 
Brandon Cobb, a senior engineering major at JMU, as well as presi-
dent and founder of the organization, said. “I wanted to prove to 
college students that you can do this with the limited resources 
we have.”
The Dove Project was started this past May 
by a close group of Cobb’s friends in Stafford, 
Virginia. One day they set up a GoPro Camera 
at a McDonald’s drive-thru window and paid 
for the meals of everyone who came through 
behind them. 
“After paying for one lady’s food, she want-
ed to pay it forward and pay for the person 
behind her,” Cobb said. “It became a huge 
chain reaction.”
Random acts of kindness such as anony-
mously paying for meals, buying toys from 
Walmart and donating them to the INOVA 
Children’s Hospital, and even passing out 
pizza to homeless people were some of the initial projects orga-
nized by Cobb and other leaders. Soon, they started helping 
organizations with bigger projects which required large-scale 
fundraising and more volunteers, such as the Society for the Pre-
vention of Cruelty to Animals in Stafford and Habitat for Humanity. 
Cobb’s mother, who died last winter, inspired the unique proj-
ect name.
“She was a really peaceful woman, and really, really nice to 
everybody. She symbolizes a dove,” Cobb said.
Farzan Rashid is a senior human biology, health and society 
major at Cornell University, but also a Stafford native and one 
of the directors of The Dove Project. He did not fully realize the 
impact he was making until volunteers built a house for Habitat 
for Humanity.
“It was really refreshing to see how many [people] really wanted 
to get involved. We helped build this house and everyone had a 
different job,” Rashid said. “It was really cool to see everything 
come together from start to finish.”
 Cobb believes that The Dove Project is successful because it 
gives anyone the opportunity to do great things. The biggest project 
of the summer was when he and the rest of the volunteers raised 
$10,000 for the family of Marine Staff Sgt. David Stewart, who died 
during combat earlier this year. The family includes a wife and two 
children both under the age of three.
“Stafford’s pretty close together. Staff Sgt. Stewart went to North 
Stafford High School, he lives in Stafford, and his family is from 
Stafford. When he died, Stafford just came together. Articles upon 
articles came out. Thousands of people went to his funeral,” Cobb 
said. “I figured, why don’t we just contact that family? We can do 
something to make this easier on the kids — they just lost their 
dad. We wanted to make a sacrifice for his ultimate sacrifice.”
To raise money for the Stewart family, the group rode stationary 
bicycles at a local gym for a full day’s cycle — 24 hours straight. 
While not every volunteer was conditioned for such a long endur-
ance workout, they were all fully committed to the cause. Seeing 
the direct impact his project had on peoples’ lives made Cobb real-
ize exactly how all his hard work paid off.
“Sometimes people don’t realize that 
you have the power to do great things,” 
Cobb said. “It’s not that hard. You just 
need to put people together, find a com-
mon goal and rally, and you just do it. If 
you fail, you fail. Who cares? Everybody 
fails.“
The Dove Project will continue to help 
the Stewart family and plans to make a 
documentary of their work over Thanks-
giving break in order to gather more 
sponsors and investors for expansion.
JMU senior economics major and vice 
president of The Dove Project, Andrew 
Lovejoy, found the project appealing because it gave him a pro-
ductive, positive way to spend days off from his full-time summer 
job. He believes that spreading the word will give other students 
the same satisfaction.
“I’ve always done volunteer work. This was nice on days off, 
because instead of wasting the day, I helped other people,” Love-
joy said. “It was really refreshing to see how many people really 
wanted to get involved.”
The most extensive future goal of The Dove Project is to one day 
become so popular that students around the country are moti-
vated to start their own chapters in their hometowns.
“As a college student, if you put on your resume that you volun-
teered for a summer with The Dove Project, it just sounds good. 
It’s a good way to fill that void, because not everyone knows how 
to give back,” Cobb said.
For more information on how to get involved with 
The Dove Project, visit its website at thedoveproject.co.
CONTaCT Robyn Smith at smith4rl@dukes.jmu.edu.
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The Harrisonburg International Festival held its 17th annual celebration on Saturday at Hillandale Park. Highlights included fashion shows, folk art exhibitions, handmade souvenirs, dance productions, musical 
performances and a large array of international foods. The festival featured cultures from Ethiopia, Mexico, India, Thailand, Europe, Puerto Rico, Central America, Ireland, the Middle East and China, as well as Native 
American and ancient civilizations.
 Photos by sean Cassidy, Katie Runyon and MaRK owen / the bReeze
A melting pot of culture in our own backyard
The Dove Project soars 
College students choose to participate in service project over a traditional job 
“sometimes people 
don’t realize that you 
have the power to 
do great things.”
Brandon Cobb
senior engineering major and 
The Dove Project co-founder
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“You know for a long time critics have hammered the nail 
into the coffin for poetry, and yet poetry keeps renewing itself, 
because I think it comes out of that great mystery,” Komunyakaa 
said. “We still have mystery. I think that’s where poetry came 
from originally. It was there to at least, not answer questions, 
but at least probe mystery. And we don’t know everything, so 
poetry is still important to us. And we still like hearing a poem 
read; connecting to that rhythm that is within us. If it’s connect-
ing to the rhythm that is within us then that’s where the exterior 
and the interior converge. If they converge, we are made whole.”
 In his youth, Komunyakaa pursued the obscurities of his 
hometown. It was in this place he “discovered things outside of 
myself that formed who I am. I started learning the names of 
things, the name of the trees, the flowers, the animals, the ver-
nacular. This was a place of discovery, and that’s what poetry is 
… discovery.”
The Furious Flower Poetry Center is the only academic center 
in the nation devoted to African-American poetry, and the con-
ference encourages discovery by appreciating literature, authors, 
artists and intellectuals. 
Events began Wednesday evening with a gallery opening and 
reception in Duke Hall. Many poets and artists were in atten-
dance, and much kindred mingling occurred as guests enjoyed 
the art of Nigerian artist Wole Lagunju.
On the same night, there was an opening concert for the con-
ference at the Forbes Center for the Performing Arts.
The event featured work from composer Randy Klein, whose 
music was inspired by poetry from not only Komunyakaa, but 
also Harper and Margaret Walker, another renowned poet. 
“Tonight you will hear the most incredible poem put to music,” 
Joanne Gabbin, a JMU English professor and founder and exec-
utive director of the Furious Flower Poetry Center, said at the 
beginning of the concert. 
Gabbin led the first Furious Flower Poetry Conference 20 years 
ago, and the second in 2004.
“All of the arts are related if you think in terms of cre-
ative writing, visual art, music, theater, dance,” Katherine A. 
Schwartz, program coordinator of the JMU Art Education Cen-
ter in the School of Art, Design and Art History, said. “They 
are related because they are using different languages to say 
things about the human condition. And whatever you can say 
in a poem, you can say in a song, an artwork, a dance, or in 
an inventive, wonderful fiction story. It’s all related. So that’s 
really what our program is about, it’s about specializing in 
the visual arts, but making connections between all of them.” 
CONTaCT Anna Lee Goocher at 
goocheaa@dukes.jmu.edu.
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event held once every 
10 years makes lasting 
impression on JMu
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By drew fagan  
contributing writer 
The rumors are true: soccer’s popularity in the United States 
is rising.
The U.S. has been riding the tidal wave of the FIFA World Cup 
since this past summer and, unlike in previous years, this appears 
to be the time when it’s popularity will flow instead of ebb.
The 2014 World Cup reeled in more viewers than ever before. 
According to news site Capital New York, the average of match 
viewers went up 44 percent from 2010, and 144 percent from 2006. 
ESPN reported it was the most streamed sporting event in his-
tory, beating the Super Bowl, the NBA playoffs and tripling that of 
the Sochi Olympics. Around 24.6 million people tuned in to their 
home TVs and mobile devices for the U.S. vs. Portugal match, 
making it the most-watched soccer game in U.S. history, accord-
ing to Capital New York. That number doesn’t include those who 
cheered from a bar or peeked at the TV during their work shift.
The country has consistently seen the sport’s interest level rise 
post-World Cup, but there are reasons why this time around it 
appears to be remaining constant. To get an insider’s perspective, 
members of the JMU men’s and women’s soccer team offered 
their insight.
“There’s a huge groundswell in youth programs,” David Lom-
bardo, who is in his 25th season at JMU as the women’s soccer 
head coach, said. “More and more kids start playing earlier and 
earlier, and that’s starting to replicate a little bit what’s happen-
ing in Europe. Kids are growing up with soccer balls from the time 
they’re 4 years old. That didn’t used to happen.”
Women’s soccer seniors Sam Lofton and Katie Hyland are prime 
examples of Lombardo’s explanation.
“I’ve been playing since I was 4, I’ve been doing it longer than 
I’ve been reading,” Lofton said.
Hyland’s career progression is similar to Lofton’s.
“I started playing when I was 4,” she said. “It was a good way 
to waste energy when I was little. I got really involved with it and 
loved it.” 
Lofton and Hyland are part of a generation that has more kids 
committing their athletic careers to soccer than ever before. Kids 
are starting to play soccer at a younger age, and the sport is get-
ting more exposure in America than in the past. A 2012 ESPN poll 
ranked soccer as the second-most popular sport for 12-24 year 
olds behind football.
Men’s soccer senior forward Josh Grant, originally from Plym-
outh, England, and junior defender Bjarki Aðalsteinsson, from 
Kopavogur, Iceland hail from countries where soccer pumps pas-
sion through the people’s veins. They offered their insight on what 
makes the sport appealing to the age group.
“The good thing about soccer is that you can play it anywhere,” 
Grant said. “You just need a ball. It’s something you can do by 
yourself or with 20 to 30 or 40 kids even in a playground. It’s a 
social thing as well.”
To Aðalsteinsson, soccer is unique in comparison to other pop-
ular sports in America, and is another factor in the generation’s 
interest.
“When I watch American football, and I’m a fan, but I think the 
small breaks in between get me a little, what do you say, frustrated 
sometimes,” he said. “They’re always stopping. Soccer’s constant 
for 45 minutes, you get a 15 minute break, 45 again. [With soccer] 
it doesn’t have to be goals scored every time, you have to admire 
the small things of the game. You can count [Lionel] Messi drib-
bling around the opposing team as a point, even though it doesn’t 
show up on the scoreboard.”
Not only is the younger generation playing soccer more than 
ever, but this is also the most exposure the sport has ever gotten 
in this country.
“We have a crowded slate of TV with the big sports,” Lombardo 
said. “But it’s getting more mainstream now that soccer is being 
televised. Any TV package you have right now has all the EPL [Eng-
lish Premier League] and MLS games, that used to be hard to find.”
In 2012, NBC inked a three-year, $250 million deal to broad-
cast all of the English Premier League’s games for Americans. FOX 
spent $90 million to show MLS through 2022. European teams 
have also come over state-side to play matches in front of colossal 
crowds: 110,000 spectators filled “The Big House” in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, to see Manchester United take on Real Madrid this 
past August, and 45 other matches with European teams were 
played on American soil.
The globalization within the sport is just as true for women’s 
teams as it is for men’s. The prominence of the U.S. women’s 
national team of the past couple decades has made the U.S. what 
Lombardo calls the “gold standard for women’s soccer”. 
Also, 75 percent of both the Mexican and Canadian nation-
al teams have players who were trained here in America, and 
schools continue to recruit players from overseas to bring them 
here.
Soccer’s rising relevance in the U.S. looks like it’s finally here 
to stay, the pieces are all together. This generation of young soc-
cer players grew up watching role models like Mia Hamm and 
Michelle Akers and now stars like Tim Howard for the men’s 
side, inspiring them to commit to the sport from an early age. 
“SportsCenter” now shows soccer highlight reels on the regular. 
Attendance at games is up as well. 
The hype from the World Cup will fade, but the sport’s rele-
vance will remain. To the critics who have consistently deemed 
soccer in America as the “sport of the future,”  this generation 
of players and fans says: the future is now.
ContaCt Drew Fagan at faganag@dukes.jmu.edu. 
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Senior third baseman Ben Reigart fields a ground ball during practice last week. JMU club baseball practices at Mauck Stadium near the Village in both the fall and spring semesters. 
ClUB sports 
Mark owen / the breeze
Digging in
By andre HaBoUsH 
contributing writer 
The JMU club baseball team is looking to make another 
run at the National Club Baseball Association Championship 
after they fell short in the finals to Penn State University in 
2013. But first, they have to win regionals. 
The team’s 2014 season for the team ended in a loss in 
the regional playoffs, and they’re now set on winning once 
again.
“Last spring was a success,” senior centerfielder and presi-
dent Dillon Rudnicki said. “We made it to regionals again, 
and won the conference, but there is a little disappointment 
after the year before, making it to the  [NCBA] World Series. 
We always strive to make it to regionals. That’s our biggest 
goal from the beginning of this season.”
Rudnicki, the president, and four others were elected to 
executive positions in the club. 
The executive board is made up of experienced and sea-
soned seniors who lead by committee. One of the executive 
members is social chair Justin Sommer, a senior pitcher and 
first baseman, whose job is to assist younger players when 
they need help.
“A lot of the younger guys look up to you, because they 
don’t know what to really expect,” Sommer said. “Especially 
first-year players, because they are coming from high school 
ball and they don’t know if its going to be practice everyday 
… You show people what they actually have to do, because 
it is more on your own. You have to figure out how you have 
to prepare for that week. There’s not really a coach telling 
you exactly what to do.” 
Leadership was a slight issue last season as team chem-
istry weakened after 2013, when the team was coached by 
one person and not a committee like it is now. 
“Last year we weren’t as close as we were when I was a 
sophomore, and we made it to the national championship 
in Tampa, Florida,” senior catcher and team vice president 
Tyler Caton said. “Our team may not have been as good as 
it was last year, but we were closer, and I think that’s what 
pushed us toward the top.” 
Caton looks forward to the upcoming season and expects 
to compete in regionals and possibly return for another shot 
at the NCBA World Series.
“Some of the guys on the team did not have the right 
mindset,” Caton said. “It wasn’t as serious as some people 
should have taken it. There were some conflicts of interest 
... It was easier to point fingers.” 
Even though the team isn’t satisfied with only winning the 
division, an accomplishment most teams can only dream 
of, they’re getting along as well as they did two years ago — 
maybe even better.
“We are always hanging out,” Sommer said. “We usually 
go to E-Hall after practice as a group. Most of us are room-
mates, and we are always hanging out around everybody. 
During games, everybody is talking to each other.”
According to Sommer, JMU’s chemistry is better than 
most other teams’ chemistry. The  players love to win and 
have fun at the same time, a mentality their opponents usu-
ally lack.
“I think we know how to have fun and win, because a lot 
of teams out there all just want to win, and they talk about 
see BaseBall, page 12 
Post-World Cup, soccer’s popularity is here to stay
soCCer 
our team may not have been as 
good as it was last year, but we 
were closer, and i think that’s 
what pushed us to the top.
tyler Caton




Club baseball team hopes camaraderie will help lead them to national championship after defeat in 2013
JMU fans watch a recent soccer home game at University Park. Following the World Cup, soccer’s popularity is continuing to rise in the U.S.
Daniel Stein / Contributing photographer
Numbers show the sport’s viewership and participation is on the rise in America 
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Taking it to 
the next level
As JMU’s volleyball team gels, 
results start to follow
MArk owen / The Breeze
Senior blocker Lizzy Briones rises up to spike the ball during the team’s 3-1 loss to Liberty University in the JMU Classic on Sept. 2. Since then the team has gone 7-3 overall, including a sweep at the Rutgers Invitational.
By FORReST Deal
contributing writer
The JMU women’s volleyball team has plenty to be confident 
about this season. The Dukes opened their conference schedule 
with a 3-0 win at the College of William & Mary on Friday. As they 
start their conference schedule, the team is feeling very positive 
about its chances in the Colonial Athletic Association this year. 
“I think this team has the potential to be the best JMU team I 
have coached yet,” Lauren Steinbrecher, who is currently in her 
fifth season as head coach, said. 
Team chemistry and lineup consistency have been a major 
focus for the Dukes this year. After coming off an impressive 
showing at the Rutgers Invitational from Sept. 19-20, the Dukes 
seem to be playing as a very cohesive unit. They went undefeated 
through the tournament, beating Princeton University, the Uni-
versity of Akron and Rutgers University.  
One of the main reasons for the Dukes’ chemistry is their lead-
ership. JMU lost just one senior, Katie Daorai, from last year’s 
team. 
“We’re right where we want to be,” Steinbrecher said on the 
team’s chemistry. 
Last year’s team also had only three juniors: Lizzy Briones, 
Martha Stewart and Kelly Maguire. Now, those three juniors are 
the only seniors on the team. 
Having seasoned veterans on the team has certainly helped 
the Dukes, who also still have a lot of youth.  
“Keeping the same players from last year has definitely helped 
with our team chemistry,” Briones said. 
The veteran leadership on the team has helped the younger 
players focus and understand the importance of the remaining 
conference schedule. The conference record will determine the 
Dukes’ seeding for the conference championship tournament 
in late November. 
“We know our time is almost up,” Stewart said. “That’s why 
it is important for us to keep everyone on the same page and 
focused on our goals.” 
As most seniors would, Stewart and Briones would like to fin-
ish their careers with a conference championship. As captains 
and as seniors, they face the task of getting their younger players 
to feel the same determination they have toward every game they 
play, whether it be conference or non-conference.
“We try to emphasize that every point, every match matters. 
In non-conference play you are really trying to find yourself as 
a team and work out weaknesses. Now is the time of the season 
that really matters,” Stewart said.
Execution and consistency are the team’s keys to success for 
the rest of the season.  The Dukes know they have the talent to 
hang with any team in the CAA. It comes down to a matter of 
how consistent they can be with the intensity. 
The two captains have tried to impart the importance of 
staying focused, because without focus the team will lose its 
intensity. While they breed an air of confidence, they recognize 
that the conference is always close and any team can win on 
any given night. 
“If we are focused, we can take any team in the conference,” 
both Stewart and Briones agreed. 
JMU has won four straight matches, including the Rutgers 
Invitational and Friday’s win at the College of William & Mary.
The Dukes currently sit third in the conference with an over-
all record of 9-5. Their next game will be at home against Elon 
University on Thursday, the start of a three-game homestand 
that will include the University of North Carolina at Wilm-
ington on Friday and the College of Charleston on Sunday. 
COnTaCT Forrest Deal at dealaf@dukes.jmu.edu.
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how team chemistry isn’t 
that great,” Sommer said. 
“We talk to the players when 
we’re on the field too. They 
say that, ‘Our coach is a jerk,’ 
or some kind of problem with 
chemistry.”
An issue JMU will not have 
this season is the calendar. In 
2014, the regional playoffs took 
place at the same time as grad-
uation. The NCBA will address 
this issue in the spring. 
“Graduation overlapped 
with regionals, so we lost some 
of our seniors, our older play-
ers to that game,” Rudnicki 
said. “ECU [East Carolina 
University] is our biggest com-
petition by far, and we were 
out-matched playing them,” 
Rudnicki said.
Both JMU and ECU are in 
the Mid-Atlantic Conference, 
but the teams are in different 
divisions. JMU is in the MAC 
North, while ECU is in the 
MAC South. The Pirates beat 
JMU 12-2 last spring in the 
regional tournament. 
There are three total divi-
sions in the MAC: the North, 
South and West. The team with 
the best record in each divi-
sion advances to the regional 
tournament and a fourth team 
advances with an at-large bid. 
The winner of the regional 
tournament advances to the 
World Series. 
JMU will start its fall season 
this Sunday versus Virginia 
Tech at Long Mauck Stadium 
next to The Village and Hillside 
dorms. 
“Spring games are in confer-
ence, in actual league games, 
whereas the fall games are 
essentially all set up by clubs 
just talking to one anoth-
er, they are not set up by the 
NCBA,” Rudnicki said.
Fall games are not consid-
ered as important as spring 
games, but they do allow the 
team to prepare and discover 
itself for the spring when the 
games are official.
 “The fall is kind of like an 
extended tryout where every-
body gets to play, and we get 
a feel for the new guys, what 
they can do, along with how 
our lineup is going to work 
together, and what positions 
everybody can play,” Sommer 
said. “During the spring, it’s 
more competitive and not as 
laid back.” 
Of the 25 players on the 
team, a majority are return-
ers. The spring 2015 schedule 
has yet to be announced. 
But before the team starts 
playing its games and its pur-
suit of winning the regional 
tournament, it has to practice. 
The Dukes usually practice 
four times a week, beginning 
right after move-in day.
“We started as soon as we 
got back to school with some 
of the players from last year’s 
team, and then we had tryouts 
the week following Student 
Org Night and will continue 
until the weather stops us,” 
Rudnicki said.
In each practice, the team 
has specific drills depending 
on the day. 
“We usually go Tuesday 
through Friday,” Rudnicki said. 
“Tuesday through Thursday 
we’ll get done plays, or any-
thing we need to get better, 
prepare for the games on the 
weekend, fielding drills, out-
field drills, hitting drills. On 
Friday, we will hit on the field.”
However, Long Mauck Sta-
dium no longer becomes a 
viable option as the tempera-
ture drops and the field gets 
wet.
Though the season is split 
by the winter months, the 
team still practices during 
that time to ensure that the 
chemistry on and off field 
stays strong. “We have avail-
ability off campus,” Caton said. 
“We go to a separate compa-
ny, and we have an agreement 
with them to use their facility. 
We are able to do that twice a 
week throughout the winter to 
keep fresh.”
From the beginning, the 
team has established itself as 
a predominate force in the 
NCBA. It has now won its divi-
sion five years in a row.
“When it started, they set a 
very good precedent,” Caton 
said. “They always try to vote 
people in who have been on 
the team for longer than a year, 
so they know what is expected 
of them, and we try to continue 
the tradition. We also have our 
constitution with UREC, out-
lining what we are supposed 
to be doing. As long as people 
are serious and committed to 
the team, it should continue.”
The team’s fall schedule has 
already started as they kicked 
off the season last night tying 





FOOTBall | Playing hard now 
is most important for JMU’s growth
MArk owen / The Breeze
Freshman Soloman McCray tosses a ball. Club baseball is looking to compete in regionals this coming season.
from front
its six fourth-down attempts, including a 
turnover on downs at Delaware’s goal line. 
But perhaps the worst was an offside penalty 
against the kicking team after the Dukes suc-
cessfully recovered an onside kick. 
Missed opportunities defined this game for 
the Dukes, but Withers is hopeful that he and 
the rest of his coaching staff can correct these.
“If you get a field goal blocked, you miss 
an extra point, you drop a touchdown, you’re 
offsides three times [on kickoffs], those are all 
self-inflicting wounds,” Withers said. “But those 
are things you can go back and hopefully cor-
rect and get better.”
As physical as football is, it’s as much a men-
tal game as anything else, if not more so. And in 
a tough matchup with a conference rival, those 
mistakes will always prove to be too much.
“I know we can’t make the mistakes we made 
and beat a good football team, whether it’s in 
overtime or regulation, and we made too many 
today,” Withers said. “To get it to overtime, 
that’s a little bit of victory for us because we 
didn’t play well enough to get it into overtime 
— and we did, we had a shot there at the end.”
Just as Withers thought, the players were 
hurting after the loss. Their pain and frustration 
was noticeable in the press conference. Senior 
safety Dean Marlowe described that feeling.
“You get so close and you fight so hard — we 
fought a lot, on both sides of ball,” he said. “We 
just came out with the ‘L’ and we just have to 
come out and work for next week.”
According to Withers, every loss is graded an 
‘F,’ but there are plenty of positives to take away 
from the game. 
Perhaps one of the brightest silver linings for 
the Dukes was the return of redshirt sophomore 
linebacker Gage Steele, who has been activated 
since the Lehigh University game, but didn’t 
play a full game until Saturday. In his first full 
game back, Steele was tied for first on the team 
with seven tackles, but he also notched a clutch 
interception that led to a JMU touchdown.
“I just read it as a run at first, then I saw the 
linemen and I dropped back as fast as I could 
and I just ended up sinking right to where he 
was throwing it and I stuck my hand out there 
it just kind of stuck to it,” Steele said on the 
interception. 
The Dukes also got their stalwart running 
back, sophomore Khalid Abdullah, back on the 
field for the first time since the Lehigh game, 
but according to redshirt junior quarterback 
Vad Lee, Abdullah isn’t quite at 100 percent 
just yet. Abdullah finished the game with 21 
rushes for 73 yards.
One of the better individual performanc-
es for the Dukes came from senior outside 
linebacker Sage Harold, who had three total 
tackles, two sacks and a forced fumble. After 
the loss to the University of Villanova, With-
ers said he was going to work more with the 
defense. He spent extra attention on the outside 
linebackers, and it seemed to pay off, at least in 
the eyes of Delaware head coach Dave Brock.
“No. 3 [Harold] is brutal. He’s tough, I mean 
holy smokes,” Brock said. “We didn’t have an 
answer for that Harold kid tonight and he did 
a tremendous job and they played him sig-
nificantly different up until this point, and I 
suspect they’ll continue to play him like that. 
When he didn’t make the play he usually had 
a hand in us making a bad play — he’s a super 
player and I came away incredibly impressed 
with him.”
Lee also had a nice night as he had one of his 
more efficient games of the season. Through 
the air Lee was 25-44 for 252 yards and two 
TD’s, while on the ground he had 19 carries 
for 102 yards and one touchdown. However, 
some of Lee’s throws were somewhat sporadic 
as he overthrew open receivers several times 
throughout the game.
Along those lines, the offensive line had a 
relatively good day as far as pass blocking goes, 
as they gave Lee plenty of time to sit back in 
the pocket and keep his eyes down field. They 
were especially effective on the plays where Lee 
opted to tuck it and run as the line held their 
blocks all the way until the whistle. However, 
they weren’t as effective in the run game, as 
JMU was held to just 253 yards on the ground, 
its third-lowest total of the season.
But in the end, none of that really matters. 
What does matter to the players, to the fans 
and to the coaches is results. Now, the Dukes 
are 2-3 overall, and 0-2 the Colonial Athletic 
Conference — a hole that is going to be tough 
to climb out of.
With every loss, comes lessons to be learned, 
and nobody sees that more than coach Withers.
 “Kids make mistakes,” Withers said. “You 
have to learn to move forward past them. But 
you have to learn from them too, and that’s part 
of what this football team is doing each week. 
We’re having to play games but we’re having to 
learn from mistakes and from opportunities.”
Perhaps Withers’ biggest takeaway from this 
game is what he learned about his team, and 
about the effort that they will put forth every 
week; and to him, that’s all that really matters.
 “I thought our kids fought hard; I thought 
they played hard,” Withers said. “I always 
look at how hard you play. I don’t know if 
you guys can remember, but I told you guys 
in the beginning that I don’t know how 
many games we’ll win, but I hope we play 
hard, and that — to me — is right at this 
stage, in the growth of JMU football that’s 
the most important thing for me right now.”
 
COnTaCT Drew Crane at 
breezesports@gmail.com.
JAMes ChUng / The Breeze
Senior wide receiver Daniel Brown tries to break a tackle. Brown had 5 catches for 52 yards and one TD.




Loving childless couple wish-
ing to adopt an infant. Will-
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risonburg  Parks  &  Recre-
ation  is  looking  for  gym-
nastics instructors.  Monday
&  Wednesday  afternoons
from 2:30 to 7:00. Call 540-
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All on South Main Street. 
Ten Minute walk to Campus. 
Grills are allowed on decks.
Spacious living and dining area.
$285 per room
3 bed / 2 bath
CNS Student Rentals
540.433.4000   
1910 Erickson Ave, Suite 12, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 




Waxing,& Fades (high & tight)
Haircuts, Barbering, Coloring, 
Walk Ins Welcome!
Foiling starting at $55!
Across street from BB&T bank
 & next to Jalisco's Mexican Restaurant
Valley Nails
(540) 438 - 9557
1433 South Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
(Across From Rite Aid)
Experience Valley Nails best treatment from our 




Offer Effective until 
October  20, 2014
We offer an exceptional, spa-like experience for our 
customers because we believe that you & your nails 
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